Mid Devon District Councillors

Monthly Report to Clare and Shuttern Ward Town and Parish Councils

New Council housing in Bampton (School Close)

On 11% and 12 August, events were held for Councillors and local people to view the 18 new homes built to replace
ten end-of-life older homes. Unfortunately, we were not able to attend, but have viewed the homes separately and
were impressed with their quality and spaciousness. They are designed for very low energy consumption and
tenants will benefit from a comfortable environment and very low energy bills for the life of the buildings. The
surrounding paving is being completed, and seeding /planting of the green areas will be carried out later in the
Autumn. The homes comprise 10 one-bed, 2 two-bed, 2 three-beds, and 4 four-bedroom homes and benefit from 38
parking spaces. They will be advertised in the usual way on Devon Home Choice, homes will be offered to applicants
according to need and local connection. Further information at:

New zero-carbon council homes showcased during Bampton preview

Dumping of Soil in the Exe Valley Flood Plain East of Oakfordbridge (In Bampton Parish)

We are informed that most of the soil has been removed by the owner after the involvement of MDDC, DCC and the
Environment Agency. We will keep engaging with these authorities to help ensure that the flood plain meadows are
restored. Feedback from local residents would be helpful.

Recycling and Waste

MDDC has invested in new equipment at the Carlu Close facility in Willand and in their vehicles to sustain and
improve waste collection and disposal. That includes pilot exercises for collection of soft plastics and disposable
nappies.

Parish and town Councillors are invited to attend a tour of the depot on the following dates:

Thursday September 10, 1545 arrival for1600 start

Thursday September 24, 1545 arrival for 1600 start

Please email Darren Beer or Matthew Page to book your place at DBeer@middevon.govuk or

MPage@middevon.gov.uk. Clir Adcock will be attending on September 10% and could offer a lift if you
would like to attend.

Although recycling performance in Mid Devon is amongst the best in the UK, up to 25% of black bin waste is still
compostable food waste, so there is significant scope to reduce the weight of residual waste and improve
performance even more. To encourage separation of food waste, MDDC is offering free kitchen caddies, that can be
requested online until 215t September, see Free kitchen food caddies now available .

MDDC is also looking to make food caddies and recycling containers available for collection at different
locations in the District which improve accessibility for the community e.g. churches, town and village halls,
schools, medical centres. If you have a location which would improve accessibility for your own community
then please do let us know.

MDDC Smartphone App

This app is designed make accessing council services even easier and has been downloaded almost 3,000 times since
it was launched in June. It allows people to report issues, read news and set up reminders in one simple to use tool.
Residents can also search and comment on planning applications, find their nearest car park, library or place to eat,
get in touch with their local councillor and set up waste collection reminders.

See the link: Residents making the most of Mid Devon's new app

Local Government Reorganisation

In July the Government announced that Devon would be governed by 4 Unitary Councils: Plymouth, Torbay, Exeter,
and the rest of Devon under ‘Devon Council’.

Clare and Shuttern Ward will come under Devon Council. Interim warding arrangements will soon be submitted to
Government, under which Bampton and the other Parishes of Clare & Shuttern would lie in a ward represented by
two Councillors called ‘Westexe and Rural’. It has the boundaries of the current Tiverton West County Electoral
Division.
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The government has allocated £900,000 in transition support for each new unitary announced and areas will receive
a further £150,000 per unitary authority to support the recruitment of directors of statutory upper-tier services such
as adult social care, children’s services and public health.

Key leadership and electoral roles have been assigned across the four future unitary councils. For Devon Council,
Andy Bates and Stephen Walford have been named Deputy Senior Responsible Officers, while Ken Miles will serve as
Returning Officer.

A pan-Devon Programme Management Office is expected to be established by 1 September 2026 to coordinate work
across all 11 councils and support delivery of the reorganisation programme.

Council leaders have stressed that maintaining services for residents remains the priority during the transition.
Detailed work is still ongoing, and some decisions, including future staffing locations, are not expected until after the
election of shadow authorities in May 2027, with further clarity anticipated from autumn 2027. Staff and
communities will continue to receive updates through ongoing engagement and the Future Devon website, see:

Local Government Reorganisation in Devon - Future Devon

Asset transfer Applications

The asset transfer work continues to progress following the close of the Expressions of Interest stage, with around
80 submissions received under the Council's Community Asset Transfer Policy. These are now being reviewed by
officers to assess compliance with the policy and to gather supporting information on the assets concerned.
MDDC’s Corporate Strategic Asset Advisory Group (CSAAG) will consider the Expressions of Interest and make
recommendations. Their report to Scrutiny will set out the submissions received and whether they meet the policy
requirements.

The recommendations to be considered by Cabinet in September before a final decision is made by Full Council.
Work will then begin on progressing any agreed sales, leases or transfers, with completion targeted before the end
of the financial year.

Green space proposals for PLAN Mid Devon

Mid Devon District Council is preparing this new local plan covering the period 2026—2046. It will guide future
development and the use of land across the district, while identifying those places and environmental assets that
warrant protection.

As part of the evidence gathering, the Council is undertaking a review of Local Green Space designations across the
district and inviting parish councils to nominate additional sites for consideration. This will take the form of a 6-week
consultation in September and October, with details circulated through Parish Clerks.

Free Travel Trade Event: Thursday 24" September at Phoenix House, Tiverton, 10:00 to 12:45.

This business-to-business event will provide practical advice on how local businesses can increase group and travel
trade bookings, develop products and experiences that appeal to coach operators and tour organisers, and build
valuable industry connections. The workshop is free to attend, but places are limited and advance booking is
essential. To reserve your place, email jo@yvisitsouthdevon.co.uk. Details at:

Visit Mid Devon and Visit South Devon Join Forces to Help Businesses Grow Group Travel Opportunities
Road Safety

Four Community Speed Watch (CSW) roadside sessions have been held since the last report resulting in thirteen
vehicles being reported. We continue to support roadside sessions and progress on the acquisition, placing and
eventual operation of Vehicle Activated Signs in the Bampton / Shillingford and Morebath / Exebridge areas.

People’s Emergency briefing in Bampton: Riverside hall at 7pm on Friday 18" September

This showing of the film, organised by Bampton TC and Bampton Wildlife Group, will be followed by a discussion
forum on the subject matter of the Climate Emergency. The film is non-political and is intended to raise awareness
and stimulate action to improve community resilience to the impact of climate change and to reduce our
contribution to greenhouse gas emissions.

Clir Chris Adcock, Cllr Martyn Stratton

Mid Devon District Council
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