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Completion of new modular housing development in Bampton (School Close).

The ‘handover date’ from the building contractor is expected this month. As soon as the development is completed,
an Open Day will be scheduled for Councillors and local residents to view the 18 units. These homes will be
advertised on Devon Home Choice and preference will be given to people and families with local connections.

Dumping of Soil in the Exe Valley Flood Plain East of Oakfordbridge (In Bampton Parish)

This is being investigated by MDDC Enforcement, DCC and the Environment Agency (EA). In response to our request,
Rachel Gilmour MP wrote again to all three agencies on 18" May to stress the need for leadership and urgency in
dealing with this case. A reply has been received from DCC:

‘This site remains a high-profile enforcement case for all parties involved and we recognise the wider desire
for a clear plan of action with a lead authority managing efforts to resolve the issues residents have
experienced.

Whilst on the face of it, having three bodies with enforcement powers looking at the same issue suggests a
significant range of powers may be brought to bear on this site, we also need to be clear that we each have
differing roles and actions that we can pursue. There is also a need to satisfy our respective legal teams
within the three organisations that our actions are justified and are proportionate to our respective roles.
Equally, when the landowner presents their legal case, by reason of the multi-agency involvement we need
to ensure we remain agreed about our approach and the next steps we want to pursue.

This does introduce some unavoidable delay. However, the important key point is that the three parties are
working together and remain committed to resolving the issues arising at this site in a collaborative and
timely manner, including identifying a lead body.’

MDDC is also preparing a response.

Active Mid Devon Student Membership
Active Mid Devon has brought back its popular Student Summer Membership, giving young people aged 16 to 22
access to its centres for just £25 per month with no joining fee.

Running from 1 June to 30 September, the offer gives students access to gym workouts, swimming, group exercise
classes, and sports hall activities throughout the summer. The flexible, short-term membership requires no
commitment beyond a month, making it ideal for those home from university or on summer break.

£25 student membership returns with full leisure access this summer

Recycling and Waste Performance
For the year 2024/25, Mid Devon ranked 10th out of 197 local authorities for recycling, with a rate of 57.9%,
improving on lasts year’s position of 11™ and placing the district firmly within the top 5% nationally.

The Council has also made significant progress in reducing residual (non-recyclable) waste. Mid Devon ranks 6% out
of 197 councils for the lowest tonnage collected per household, 296.8kg, an improvement from 9% |ast year, placing
the district in the top 3% nationwide.

These results build on the Council’s continued upward trend in performance. Many thanks to residents for their
commitment to recycling and reducing waste.

Mid Devon achieves new record waste and recycling performance

Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (HELAA)

The HELAA is a detailed assessment of land in Mid Devon that has been brought to the attention of the Council by
landowners, developers and others through two ‘Call for Sites’ held in 2021 and 2025, which may have potential for
development for housing and economic uses, renewable energy and habitat creation. Details can be found at Mid
Devon Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment Published

In Clare & Shuttern Ward, potential sites for development at Bampton and Shillingford are identified and evaluated
in detail.


https://www.middevon.gov.uk/25-student-membership-returns-with-full-leisure-access-this-summer/
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/mid-devon-achieves-new-record-waste-and-recycling-performance/
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/mid-devon-housing-and-economic-land-availability-assessment-published/
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/mid-devon-housing-and-economic-land-availability-assessment-published/

New MDDC Smartphone App
A new app to make accessing council services even easier has been launched.

The app allows people to report issues, read news and set up reminders in one simple to use tool.

Residents can also search and comment on planning applications, find their nearest car park, library or place to eat,
get in touch with their local councillor and set up waste collection reminders. QR code at the link:

Report it, read it, remember it — council app goes live

Environmental Improvement Funding for MDDC Land
Funding is available from MDDC to enhance green spaces for environmental and sustainable improvements and to
support tenant community projects?

The budget can be used for sprucing up areas with benches, planting of flowers, shrubs and trees, pruning of trees or
communal gardening projects. The only catch is it has to be land owned by Mid Devon Housing and the project must
benefit more than one tenant or leaseholder. Further information and an application form can be found at
Environmental Improvement Funding - MIDDEVON.GOV.UK

Response to Extreme Heat

MDDC is making efforts to encourage a strong community response to extreme heat. Checking in on neighbours,
friends and family — especially those who may be more vulnerable or isolated — is one of the most effective ways to
reduce harm during hot weather. Helping people to stay connected and supported can make a real difference. There
is Government advice at Beat the heat — staying safe in hot weather. In common with many other waste collection
operations, MDDC’s collections were commenced at 5-5:30 am during the heatwave to protect staff and allow
collections to be completed.

Budget Planning for 2027/28 and Beyond

Budget planning for next year is starting already with many officers and committees examining the Council’s
Medium Term Financial Plan to look for savings and income generation opportunities. Currently there is a projected
shortfall of £1.5M in the Council’s budget. It is the intention to hand over the Council in a good financial situation to
whatever authority takes over its responsibilities in the Loal Government Reorganisation.

Strategic Sustainability Grants
Mid Devon District Council has launched Strategic Sustainability Grants (SSG) scheme designed to support local
community organisations acting on sustainability, climate change, and nature recovery.

The new grant programme will provide seed and core funding to strengthen community-led organisations, helping
them become more stable and sustainable, and grow partnerships to deliver practical action aligned with the
Council’s priorities.

A total of £80,000 has been allocated to the scheme across the 2026/27 and 2027/28 financial years. Funding will
typically contribute between 25% and 75% of costs, depending on the stage and needs of the organisation, with
successful applicants expected to secure match funding or in-kind support alongside Council investment. Details at
New Strategic Sustainability Grants to support community climate and nature action .

Road Safety

Five Community Speed Watch (CSW) events have been held since the last report. One was curtailed due to rain and
one cancelled due to the extreme heat. We are awaiting DCC’s confirmation of the equipment types that can be
approved for and their approval of our proposed sites for the Bampton Parish. We are disappointed that there has
been a long delay in getting approval from DCC despite repeated chasing.

Clir Gardner of Morebath PC has agreed four sites there and in Exebridge and a further one is under consideration. A
further site in Exebridge near the dangerous junction of the A396 and Blights Hill has been approved for CSW,
pending permission being obtained from a homeowner.

Clir Chris Adcock

Clir Martyn Stratton

Mid Devon District Council

29 June 2026

Cc: CllIr Steve Lodge DCC, Cllr Gwen Duchesne, MDDC Cabinet Member for Parish and Community Engagement
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