
Mid Devon District Councillors 

Monthly Report to Clare and Shuttern Ward Town and Parish Councils 

New Leader of the Council 
Cllr Luke Taylor (Bradninch Ward) is moving away from Mid-Devon for a work opportunity and has resigned from 
that role. We thank him for his longstanding commitment to his work as a Councillor and for his skilful leadership of 
the Council since 2023. Cllr David Wulff (Tiverton Castle ward) was elected leader of the Council on 6th May. See 
Council Appoints New Leader . 

Crisis and Resilience Fund and Oil Support Scheme 
These are government funded schemes to help people in crisis. MDDC is working with the Church Housing Action 
Team (CHAT) and Navigate to administer the distribution of funds. For further information see: 

The new Crisis & Resilience Fund, and heating oil support - MIDDEVON.GOV.UK 

Completion of new modular housing development in Bampton (School Close). 
The ‘handover date’ from the building contractor is now set for 19 July 2026. The scheme had been expected to be 
finished in May, but heavy rain and bad weather have set things back around two months. As soon as the 
development is completed, an Open Day will be scheduled for Councillors and local residents to view the 18 units. 
These homes will be advertised on Devon Home Choice and preference will be given to people and families with 
local connections.  

Senior Enforcement Officer Recruited 
A new senior enforcement office has commenced work at MDDC. Existing staffing will continue for the time being to 
provide continuity. This will to support progress with the hundreds of current alleged breach cases across mid-
Devon. 

Dumping of Soil in the Exe Valley Flood Plain East of Oakfordbridge (In Bampton Parish) 
This is being investigated by MDDC Enforcement, DCC and the Environment Agency (EA). In response to our request, 
Rachel Gilmour MP received a letter on 5th May from the EA explaining their current position: the waste should be 
removed. This was shared with Oakford PC and Bampton TC. We remained concerned about the urgency of 
achieving remediation and expressed that concern to our MP. She wrote to all three agencies on 18th May to stress 
the need for leadership and urgency in dealing with this case. 

MDDC Brown Bin subscription garden waste collection service 
Residents are reminded that, in addition to collecting household recycling and rubbish, the council offers to collect 
garden waste at 2-week intervals as an optional service. Two sizes of bins are available for residents for an annual 
subscription in advance: ‘Slimline’ 140 litre bins at £61 per year and 240 litre bins at £75/year. In addition, 
compostable sacks are available from Exe Valley Leisure Centre on a pay-as-you-go basis at £1.80 per sack. These can 
be purchased individually and used as needed, for further information, see: Garden waste - MIDDEVON.GOV.UK 

MDDC Gains Land Registry Certificate of Exceptional Quality 
Mid Devon District Council has received a Certificate of Exceptional Quality from HM Land Registry, marking the 
second year in a row that its Land Charges team has been recognised for outstanding performance. In delivering 
exceptional data management and service performance. The team also has a long-standing track record, completing 
over 98% of searches within five working days every year since 2010/11. 

New Visit Mid Devon Web Site, Free to Use 
A new and improved web site has been launched, providing a modern ‘digital front door’ for the district, making it 
easier than ever for residents and visitors to explore everything Mid Devon has to offer. Currently, listings are free, 
subsidised by MDDC. Town and Parish Councils, businesses and community organisations of all types are encouraged 
to add their information to the web site so that is improved and maintained as a useful source of Tourism and 
Leisure -related information for visitors and local people. The web link is Home - Visit Mid Devon . To update or add 
information, use the link Advertise With Us - Visit Mid Devon . 

Motion on Rights of Rivers 
Motion 609 was brought to the Council on 25th April to recognise the Rights of Rivers and carried. We feel that 
giving Rights to rivers would allow legal representation that could improve their protection in the future. That 
doesn’t mean that the waters can’t be exploited for water supply, irrigation, hydro generation etc. but there would 
be stronger advocacy for protection of the natural environment in the process. Such Rights are recognised by many 
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https://www.middevon.gov.uk/residents/residents-financial-support/the-new-crisis-resilience-fund-and-heating-oil-support/
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/residents/recycling-rubbish/what-can-you-put-out/garden-waste/
https://visitmiddevon.co.uk/
https://visitmiddevon.co.uk/advertise-with-us/


Councils including DCC and now MDDC. However, National recognition would be needed for the Rights of Rivers to 
have legal weight. 

Motion on Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) 
Motion 610 was brought by Cllr Lance Kennedy as a response to the concern that many cases of ASB go unreported. 
The Council was recommended to actively use all forms of communication to encourage residents of Mid Devon to 
report all crimes, ensuring the Police were aware of the true scale of crime and public concern, and thereby 
supporting the deployment of sufficient resources to maintain public safety. In support of that, we encourage all 
Town and Parish Councils also to communicate the need to report all instances ASB, notwithstanding that the Police 
are not able to attend to all cases. 

Green Enterprise Grants 
Mid Devon District Council has launched the latest round of its Green Enterprise Grants programme, a competitive 
capital grant scheme designed to help cut carbon emissions and accelerate the district’s progress toward a net-zero 
future. 

Grants are for one off, permanent capital improvements that reduce energy use, resource consumption, or 
greenhouse gas emissions. Eligible organisations can apply for a grant covering up to 50% of capital project costs, 
with awards ranging from £500 to £5,000. See  

Council launches latest round of Green Enterprise Grants to drive net-zero investment 

Active Mid Devon – Discounts for Unpaid Carers 
Active Mid Devon has confirmed that its leisure discounts for unpaid carers are now permanent, following approval 
at the Council’s Cabinet meeting on 7 April. The decision builds on the success of a 12-month pilot scheme designed 
to improve access to leisure facilities for unpaid carers across Mid Devon and the wider Devon area. Feedback from 
carers and partner organisations showed strong demand for the scheme and demonstrated the positive impact that 
affordable, flexible leisure opportunities can have on physical health, mental wellbeing and social connection. The 
benefits are: 

• Free access under the age of 18 
• A 25% discount on our £41 all-inclusive membership aged 18 and over 
• A 20% discount on casual sessions 
• No peak-time restrictions at Active Mid Devon centres 

See Active Mid Devon Offers Permanent Unpaid Carer Discounts . 

West Exe Paddling Pool 
The paddling pools at Westexe Park, Tiverton reopens on Friday 22 May, in time for young families to be able to 
make the most of the summer sunshine and enjoy hours of fun outside this half term.  Work has been carried out 
over the off-season to freshen it up. There are picnic tables, so it is an excellent place for families to enjoy a bite to 
eat.  

Road Safety 
Four Community Speed Watch (CSW) events have been held since the last report. Cllr Adcock and Cllr Manning 
(Bampton TC) have surveyed 10 potential sites in Bampton and Shillingford for the location of Vehicle Activated Signs 
(VAS). The list was prioritised and DCC is considering their approval. DCC has also been asked to prioritise urgent 
approval of the type of VAS chosen so that funding from the Sheila Howes Trust can be secured for Bampton. 

Cllr Gardner of Morebath PC has agreed four sites there and in Exebridge and a further one is under consideration.  

 
Cllr Chris Adcock 
Cllr Martyn Stratton 
Mid Devon District Council 
25th May 2026 
Cc: Cllr Steve Lodge DCC, Cllr Gwen Duchesne, MDDC Cabinet Member for Parish  Community Engagement 
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