Mid Devon District Council

Monthly Report to Clare and Shuttern Ward Town and Parish Councils

Planning

MDDC has invited Town and Parish Councillors to attend a planning training session on
Thursday 26" March from 6pm to 8.30pm. Attendance can be in person at Phoenix House,
Tiverton or on Teams. There is no charge for the training but places need to be booked, your
Clerk will be able to advise.

An enforcement notice (ref: 23/00078/COU) has been issued in relation to the erection of a
building and change of use of the land at Shadow Pond, Stoodleigh.

New Council Homes at Bampton

The new modular homes at School Close, Bampton are scheduled for completion this spring.
Mid Devon Homes is expected to run an open day once they’re completed ahead of letting.
Look for further information nearer the time.

Roads & Safety

Three Community Speed Watch events have been held since the last report and one
cancelled. The CSW Group will soon be recruiting another member, bringing the total
number to ten. Proposals for Vehicle Activated Signs in Bampton and Morebath that might
be managed by the CSW Group are being developed and support from BTC and MPC will be
sought.

Free Advice on Business Rates

Mid Devon District Council held a drop-in event to inform and support businesses about
imminent changes to Business Rates Relief on Tuesday, 17 February 2026. Fifteen people
were helped with detailed advice.

Anyone who was unable to attend and has questions about the changes to Business Rates
Relief can email the Revenues team at revenues@middevon.gov.uk. Further information is
available from the MDDC web site at the link:

Important changes to Business Rates 2026 - MIDDEVON.GOV.UK
MDDC Budget

Following a great deal of work on the Medium Term Financial Plan throughout the year and
the late determination of the settlement from central government, we are pleased to report
that the Council has been able to set a balanced budget for FY 2026/7 with no cuts to
services. The following years are likely to be very challenging and work will begin from now
to look at opportunities for future savings and revenue generation (ideas welcome).

MDDC Budget

The Government has opened a consultation on the five proposals for re-organisation to
form Unitary Councils in Devon. You can see the proposals and respond at the link:
Consultation on Proposals for Local Government Reorganisation in Devon, Plymouth and
Torbay - Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government - Citizen Space



mailto:revenues@middevon.gov.uk
https://www.middevon.gov.uk/business/business-rates/changes-to-business-rate-multipliers-from-2026/
https://consult.communities.gov.uk/local-government-reorganisation/devon-plymouth-and-torbay/
https://consult.communities.gov.uk/local-government-reorganisation/devon-plymouth-and-torbay/

Council will no Longer Use X (formerly Twitter)

The platform X now permits the creation and distribution of content widely perceived as
abusive. Online abuse creates real-life victims and real-life vulnerabilities, and as such the
Council does not feel it should continue to utilise such a platform.

New Fast Electric Charging Points at Tiverton

New rapid car charge points have been installed at Tiverton Pannier Market. Owned and run
by Wenea, the 120 kilo-watt dual unit offers shoppers a high-speed recharge, powered by
100% renewable electricity.

New electric vehicle charge points arrive at Tiverton Pannier Market

Improved Accessibility at Active Mid Devon, Tiverton

Active Mid Devon has taken a major step to improving its accessibility for swimmers, with
the purchase of two Pool Pods, state-of-the-art pieces of equipment designed to help more
people get into the water safely, comfortably, and with dignity.

Pool Pod Lifts Coming to Active Mid Devon’s Pools

Padel could be coming to Mid Devon

Active Mid Devon is considering the options available to support the delivery of up to eight
padel courts at Active Tiverton (Exe Valley), and the potential for two padel courts, or one
padel court and one pickleball court, at Active Crediton (Lords Meadow).
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